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W
ineries stand out from the crowd for various reasons. 
Some are historical leaders in their region. Some pro-
duce large quantities of good-value wines. Still others 
create excitement by combining quality and rarity.

But many great wineries still fly under the radar 
of most wine lovers. We want to shine the spotlight 
on some of these underappreciated gems. Think of 

them as wineries to trust, because these are producers that offer a 
broad range of wines that consistently deliver both excellence and 
affordability. That may be an even greater achievement than mak-
ing a single iconic wine: It requires more nimbleness in the winery 
and more effort to stand out in the market. However, this approach 
allows winemakers to drill deeper into the particularities of terroir 
and varietal character.

Some of these wineries’ bottlings may be small in terms of pro-
duction, and therefore a bit more difficult to find. But a winemak-
er’s ability to succeed with multiple cuvées makes his or her bot-
tlings safe bets no matter which of them you encounter.

For this story, we asked our senior tasters to recommend exem-
plary wineries to explore from the regions they cover. This pack-
age spotlights 30 wineries from around the world that produce 
broad portfolios of distinctive wines. Some are well-established, 
while others are emerging stars; all consistently deliver high qual-
ity and relative value. Almost all the wines referenced in the fol-
lowing pages scored 90 points or higher, or “outstanding,” on our 
100-point scale, and none are priced in the stratosphere. 

These are wineries that deserve your attention, and we encour-
age you to discover all they have to offer. 

Illustrations by  
Dan Williams
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throughout Galicia and central Spain.
Pérez has worked with unsung indige-

nous grapes from ancient, neglected vine-
yards and emplyed both traditional and 
experimental winemaking techniques. He 
has helped an overlooked wine region find 
its voice.

I have reviewed 13 wines from the 2013 
vintage made under three different labels 
by Pérez: Bodegas y Viñedos Raúl Pérez, 
his own company; César Márquez y Raúl 
Pérez, a company he runs with his nephew; 
and Castro Ventosa, his family winery. Of 
these, 10 earned outstanding ratings of 90 
points or higher. 

Most of the wines are single-vineyard 
bottlings of Bierzo’s indigenous red grape 
Mencía. Pérez also makes Mencía-based 
blends from neighboring DO Ribeira Sa-
cra. Whites are based on Godello (Bierzo) 
and Albariño (Rías Baixas).

In general, the reds are ethereal and 
complex, yet graceful, while the whites are 
richer, with bold flavors and fleshy tex-
tures. These wines represent an intriguing 
interaction between an ancient terroir and 
a highly engaged winemaker. Distinctive 
and delicious, the wines of Raúl Pérez sing 
a tune of their own. —T.M.

Raúl Pérez Ribeira Sacra La Penitencia 
2013 | 93 | $98 | 30 cases made
This Mencía-based blend is supple and expres-
sive, with black cherry, herbal, sanguine and 
mineral flavors.

Raúl Pérez Mencía Bierzo Vico 2013 |  
90 | $33 | 836 cases made
A savory red, with a sleek texture fueled by 
crisp acidity, offering black cherry, leafy and 
espresso flavors. Austere but balanced.

Raúl Pérez Rías Baixas Sketch 2014 |  
90 | $80 | 100 cases made
A bold white, with a fleshy texture balanced by 
citrusy acidity, offering ripe apple, beeswax and 
chamomile flavors. Albariño.

Cesar Marquez y Raúl Pérez Bierzo La  
Vizcaina Lomas de Valtuille El Rapolao 
2013 | 93 | $48 | 500 cases made
Alluring, with ample structure and good bal-
ance, offering cherry, plum and mineral flavors.

Castro Ventosa Godello Bierzo El Castro de 
Valtuille 2014 | 91 | $25 | 224 cases imported
Blanched almond and brioche notes frame ripe 
pear and lanolin flavors, with crisp acidity and 
mineral accents focusing the broad texture. 

PORTUGAL
Lavradores de 
Feitoria
A Force for Small Producers 
in the Douro

Portugal’s Douro River Valley has seen a 
boom in the quality of its wines over 
the past two decades, but financial suc-

cess has not always been equally shared. 
Lavradores de Feitoria, founded in 2000, is 
an attempt to bring a measure of financial 
stability to some of the region’s smaller 
growers and vintners. Results in the bottle 
have been impressive, especially in the 
most recent vintages.

Lavradores de Feitoria roughly translates 
as “growers of the factory” in Portuguese, 
which speaks to its collaborative structure:  
Based in the village of Sabrosa in the Cima 
Corgo, it brings together 15 producers and 

19 quintas (estates) in a modified coopera-
tive venture run as a private company. The 
aim here is to achieve the highest quality. 
If a member’s grapes fail to meet the strict 
quality standards of the board of directors, 
they are not used. 

A guiding force has been Dirk Niepoort, 
one of the Douro’s leading table wine and 
Port vintners. Early on, he was instrumen-
tal in hiring the talented Olga Martins, 
who now oversees the Lavradores’ cellars. 
“The goal has been, since the beginning, 
to create balanced and elegant wines that 
age well, having as a starting point the de-
clared commitment to the excellence and 
tradition of the Douro,” says Martins.

The group’s members are located in all 
three major regions of the Douro: Cima 
Corgo, Baixa Corgo and Douro Superior. 
The individual quintas cover a wide range 
of altitudes, exposures and terroirs, which 
are expressed in an impressive range of 
blends that are some of the most well-priced 

Paulo Ruão and Olga Martins of Lavradores de Feitoria

BONUS VIDEOS: Learn more about some of the 
editors’ picks from the producers themselves. 

and Montes at www.winespectator.com/022817.
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system. His family’s push for quality is deep-
rooted: Bert’s father, Fritz, was the first to 
estate-bottle in the region, in 1932. Salo-
mon’s wines are refined whites to enjoy 
with poultry, seafood and pork dishes, or 
to sip on their own. —K.M.

Salomon-Undhof Grüner Veltliner Qualitäts-
wein Trocken Kremstal Lindberg Reserve 
2014 | 92 | $50 | 150 cases made
From a breezy site delivering freshness and 
acidity, this single-vineyard bottling comes from 
50-year-old vines planted in loess that rests on 
a bedrock of slate. Powerful and rich, this should 
gain in the cellar. 

Salomon-Undhof Grüner Veltliner Qualitäts-
wein Trocken Kremstal Von Stein Reserve 
2014 | 92 | $60 | 150 cases made
A blend of fruit from 70-year-old vines planted 
in south-facing terraces. Rich and spicy, with a 
creamy texture and effusively fruity flavors. 

Salomon-Undhof Riesling Qualitätswein 
Trocken Kremstal Pfaffenberg Reserve 
2014 | 92 | $60 | 200 cases made
From one of Salomon’s top vineyards overlook-
ing the Danube, with a stony soil that is com-
posed primarily of gneiss and granite. The result 
is a very minerally Riesling, with a rich spiciness. 

Salomon-Undhof Grüner Veltliner Qualitäts-
wein Trocken Kremstal Kremser Tor Alte Reben 
Reserve 2014 | 91 | $40 | 700 cases made
Grapes for this creamy Grüner come from an area 
east of Krems called Sandgrube, where Salomon 
rents a few terraces and also buys fruit. This is 
fermented in large oak barrels, giving rich flavors. 

Salomon-Undhof Riesling Qualitätswein 
Trocken Kremstal Undhof Kögl 
2014 | 91 | $35 | 1,000 cases made
This single-vineyard bottling comes from a site 
dominated by schist, yielding a crisp and miner-
ally white. 

Salomon-Undhof Grüner Veltliner Qualitäts-
wein Trocken Kremstal Wachtberg 
2014 | 90 | $35 | 600 cases made
From steep terraces filled with loess overlooking 
the old town of Krems (Wachtberg translates 
roughly as Lookout Mountain), this is redolent 
of fresh-cut Golden Delicious apple.  

Danube River, and rising above it are some 
of the region’s top vineyards, which Salo-
mon taps to make his sleek yet powerful 
wines that are pure-tasting expressions of 
their terroir.

Salomon’s 45 acres of terraced vineyards 
are rooted in a mix of soils. Grüner Velt-
liner, Austria’s unique variety that delivers 
white fruit flavors and savory spice, thrives 
best in the loamy soils that are partially the 
product of windblown glacial deposits 
called loess. Austrian Rieslings do better 
in rockier soils. Overall they are richer and 
drier than their German cousins. 

Winemaking is traditional and straight-
forward, with cold fermentation in stain-
less-steel tanks followed by aging in large 
oak foudres, which add balance and com-
plexity to the wines. Salomon was skillfull 
enough to realize high quality in the tough 
2014 vintage.

In the early 1990s, Salomon was instru-
mental in setting up the system for identi-
fying the Danube region’s best vineyards—
an Austrian version of France’s grand cru 

in the Douro. Quality is hitting on all cyl-
inders lately, and Lavradores’ reds and 
whites offer a fine entrée into what the  
region has to offer. —K.M.

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro Três Bagos 
Grande Escolha 2011 | 92 | $40 |  
500 cases made
This comes from old-vine vineyards that are 
filled with dozens of native Portuguese grape 
types. A big and rich red, featuring concen-
trated dark fruit flavors.

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro Meruge 
2013 | 91 | $26 | 1,200 cases made
Grapes for this elegant red are harvested from 
older, north-facing vineyards in the Cima Corgo, 
in the heart of the Douro. This sees 14 months of 
aging in new French oak.

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro Três Bagos 
2013 | 90 | $15 | 8,000 cases made
A fine entry-level blend that combines three 
leading Douro grapes—Tinta Roriz, Touriga Na-
cional and Touriga Franca—and features power-
ful flavors of dark plum, violet and dried berry. 

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro White 
Meruge 2014 | 90 | $26 | 300 cases made
This is a barrel-fermented and barrel-aged version 
of old-vine Viosinho, a formerly overlooked white 
variety that Douro vintners are now eager to ex-
ploit. Plush and spicy, with rich, creamy flavors.

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro White 
2015 | 89 | $12 | 16,000 cases made
A crisp and juicy blend of Malvasia Fina, Síria and 
Gouveia, fermented in stainless steel and deliver-
ing fresh-cut green apple and lemon-lime flavors

Lavradores de Feitoria Douro White Três 
Bagos 2014 | 89 | $15 | 5,000 cases made
A blend of the white grapes Viosinho, Gouveia 
and Rabigato that is 20 percent barrel fer-
mented for added richness. Spicy, with concen-
trated pear, apple and lemon curd flavors. 

AUSTRIA
Salomon-Undhof
A Quiet Master of Austrian 
White Wines

Bertold Salomon, one of Austria’s vision-
ary winemakers, excels with the coun-
try’s two leading dry whites: Riesling 

and Grüner Veltliner. 
Salomon’s forebears founded the family 

winery in the picturesque town of Krems 
in 1792, in the heart of Austria’s best wine-
growing realm, which extends west into 
the Wachau and north into the Kamptal. 
The Kremstal wine district (the valley of 
Krems) fits snugly against the banks of the 

Bertold Salomon
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